
                       Changes made to the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Since the Parish Council’s consultation, the changes that have been made are mostly because of 

recent events in the Colchester area. Few have been made to the core of the Plan, which is its 15 

policies. Three events in particular have been important. One was the demise of the garden 

community approach to housing development and another the decisions on the two main roads 

bisecting Marks Tey, one being the route of the A120, taking it away from Marks Tey so that the 

traffic density in the village would be cut, and the other the likely site of the new A12 junction and 

its feeder roads. The final one is the Borough Council’s finalising of its new Local Plan, its strategy 

for development in the Borough until 2033. This has particularly affected policy 4, on boundaries. 

 

The policies cover many issues, and make clear the grounds on which we will accept road and 

housing development. These have in many cases now been tightened. Of the 15 policies, 6 have 

been changed. These changes are:  

 

Policy MT04: Village Settlement Boundaries.  

As we expect that the Borough Council’s Local Plan will be accepted in the near future, we have 

revised our approach to protecting local boundaries, especially where Little Tey is concerned. We 

have made clear the limited circumstances in which development on the edge of village and its 

settlements will be acceptable.  

Policy MT05: Local Character and Design.  

 

This section deals with proposals for the 5 local character areas, one being the Roman River area. 

The changes are: 

* In general, proposals that have innovative plans for building low carbon, energy efficient              

and sustainable homes will be welcomed. 

    * In the case of the Roman River area, proposals must conserve and enhance St Andrew’s    

Church and its setting, retain the strong sense of tranquillity along Church Lane, and take into 

account the constraints that are imposed by the narrow North Lane railway bridge and the 

areas of flood risk along the river. 

 

Policy MT09: Local Green Spaces.  

 

The Plan cites a number of such designated spaces, and acknowledges that the Parish Council will 

accept proposals if they are backed by special circumstances. The change is that the Village playing 

field has now been added to the list of spaces. 

 

Policy MT11: Protecting and Enhancing the Natural Environment.  

 

The Plan always insisted on retaining the current biodiversity sites, which are Little Tey churchyard, 

Grangers Lane, the Brick Pit area and the wooded area behind the closed Marks Tey Methodist 

Church. The Plan now says that any proposals submitted must be able to deal with any ground 

contamination that may be found. 

 

Policy MT14: London Road Centre.  

 

This has been been renamed this commercial and retail area the ‘London Road Centre’, and added 

that any proposals should enhance the environment for the local residents living in this part of the 

parish.  



 

Policy MT15: Anderson’s Employment Site and By-Pass Nurseries Site 

 

Now that a planning application for the large scale redevelopment of the Anderson site has been 

lodged with Colchester Borough Council and is awaiting its decision, we have tightened our 

requirements in relation to the impact on local residents and added the By-Pass site: 

* Development plans must show site access directly on to the A12, before and after the new    

junction has been built, leaving the Old London Road for residents to use. 

* A travel plan must be submitted, which sets out the travel arrangements for the large number 

of workers on the site. 

* The old By-Pass Nurseries site, on Dobbies Lane is to be for employment use, but one that 

is in keeping with its semi rural location. 

 

 

CBC website: https//www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-article/?catid=neighbourhood-

planning&id=KA-03580  


